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Welcome, Friends!  Thank you for joining us in worshiping our triune God this day.  We 
pray that the message of God’s amazing grace will fill you with joy and peace. 
To Parents of Small Children: We’re so glad you brought your children to God’s house!  
We encourage families to worship together, and want you to feel comfortable with your 
children in our church.  If you feel that your child is becoming a distraction to you or those 
around you, please make use of the nursery located in the church office. There is a TV in 
the room so you may continue to worship until you are ready to return to the sanctuary. 
Worship Focus: This morning our readings remind us the great depth of God’s grace. They 
also remind us that our God is not fair. And thanks be to him that this is so! For he does not 
give us as our deeds deserve, but in mercy comes to our aid; and in grace gives us what we 
do not deserve. Yes, to the one who has believed all his life, yet also to the one who only 
recently turned in repentance to him, the Lord gives full forgiveness. This is what we preach. 
This is why we rejoice. 
Silent prayer before worship: Lord God, you call me to work in your kingdom and not to 
stand idle. Help me to order my life by your wisdom and to serve you in willing obedience. I 
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 

Pentecost 18    October 8, 2017 

Opening Hymn: 224 
Order of Service:  Divine Service I (CWS p.15) 
First Lesson:  Isaiah 55:6-9 (back of bulletin) 

God’s abundant forgiveness is available every day of your life. Every day allows 
himself to be found in Word and sacrament by those who seek forgiveness for their 
sins. From beginning of your life to the day of your death, call on the Lord for he is 
near! And he will show you mercy. 

Psalm of the Day: 27 (see insert) 

Second Lesson: Philippians 1:18b-27 (see back of bulletin) 
Paul rejoiced greatly in the gospel of Christ. So great was his love for this message 
that he couldn’t choose between the two—be with Christ in the glory of heaven or go 
on preaching the glorious gospel. May our joy be the same over the grace God has 
shown us. 

Verse of the Day:  Alleluia! My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made 
perfect in weakness. Alleluia! (2 Corinthians12:9a) 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 20:1-16 (see insert) 
God’s forgiveness is not only available to all, it is the same for all. This appears 
unfair to our way of reasoning. Shouldn’t those who lead more righteous lives, or at 
the least, who believe for a longer time, be rewarded in some superior way than the 
late comer who has done fewer good works? With this parable Jesus echoes the 
thought from Isaiah. God’s ways are not our ways. He gives the same abundant 
grace to all. 

Creed:  Apostles’ Creed (p.13) 
Hymn of the Day: 390 
Sermon:  Matthew 20:1-16 

Our God Is Graciously Generous! 

Create in Me: (p.14) 
Offering 

Out of love for our Savior, we freely return to Him a portion of the material 
blessings He has given us.   

Prayer of the Church 
Lord’s Prayer  
Hymn: 384 
Thanksgiving (p.19) 
Closing Hymn:  381 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 

Welcome to our church!  Calvary is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS).  We believe, teach, and confess that the Bible is God’s 
inspired, errorless Word, which tells us of a loving Savior who has saved us by His 
perfect life and death.  If you are a visitor, please sign our guest book.  If you’re 
looking for a church home, please consider us!  Our church also operates a 
Christian preschool.  If you are interested in learning more about our preschool, 
please let us know. 
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First Lesson: 6Seek the LORD while he allows himself to be found! Call on him 
while he is near! 7Let the wicked abandon his way. Let an evil man abandon his 
thoughts, and let him turn to the LORD, and he will show him mercy, and let him turn 
to our God, because he will abundantly forgive. 8Certainly my plans are not your 
plans, and your ways are not my ways, declares the LORD. 9Just as the heavens 
are higher than the earth, so my ways are higher than your ways and my plans are 
higher than your plans. 

Second Lesson: 18What does it matter? Only this, that in every way, whether for 
outward appearance or for the truth, Christ is being proclaimed, and in this I rejoice. 
Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, 19because I know that this will turn out for my 
deliverance, through your prayer and the support of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 
20This matches my earnest expectation and hope that I will in no way be put to 
shame, but with all boldness, as always, so even now, Christ will be magnified in my 
body, whether by life or by death. 21Yes, for me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
22But if I am to go on living in the flesh, that will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet which 
should I prefer? I do not know. 23I am pulled in two directions, because I have the 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far. 24But, it is more 
necessary for your sake that I remain in the flesh. 25And since I am convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and will continue with all of you, for your progress and 
joy in the faith. 26And so by my coming to you again, my goal is to give you even 
more reason to boast in Christ Jesus. 
27Just conduct yourselves in a way that is worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come to see you or am absent, I may hear about you that you are 
standing firm in one spirit, contending together with one soul for the faith of the 
gospel. 
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