
   In thanksgiving bow before you. 
   Here with your body and your blood you nourish 
   Our weak souls that they may flourish. 
   O Lord, have mercy! 
   May your body, Lord, born of Mary, 
   That our sins and sorrows did carry, 
   And your blood for us plead 
   In all trial, fear, and need: 
   O Lord, have mercy! 

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Benediction
M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.  
C:  Amen. 

Sending Hymn

Organ Postlude
   Please be seated. 

—————————————————————————————————————— 
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A brief history of Lutheran Worship and an introduction to Deutsche Messe

 October 31, 2017 marked the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther’s famous posting of the 95 Theses, the 
event that set the Lutheran Reformation into motion.  Luther’s desire was simple: he wanted all Christians to return 
to the basic truth that we are saved by grace alone, received by faith alone, as revealed by the Scriptures alone. The 
only way we can have confidence before God is by understanding this truth – a truth we call Justification.  
 Once Luther rediscovered this truth, he spent his life developing tools that would communicate it to all 
people. The tools developed not only changed the world in Luther’s time; they continue to affect our lives to this 
very day. By the time of his death in 1546, Luther had produced a complete bible translation which ensured that all 
people would be able to access God’s Word for themselves. Before that, Luther had produced two Catechisms that 
outlined and explained the basic facts of faith in ways that both children and adults could understand. But even 
before that, one of Luther’s most important projects was developed between 1523 and 1526. Luther wanted to 
produce a hymnal and order of service that would keep his parishioners’ focus on the truth of God’s grace. 
 In 1523, Luther published his first service. An Order of Mass and Communion for the Church at 
Wittenberg was not meant to be the final word on worship life, but rather an example of the kind of patience and 
caution required for a renewal of worship life. Luther kept using the same patterns, the same tunes, even the same 
Latin language, but removed every idea that drew attention away from the truth of Justification.  
 After three more years of careful attention, Luther produced a second service in 1526: The German Mass 
and Order of Service. This time, the patterns were new, the tunes were new, and language was German, but the 
focus remained the same. In Luther’s words, “it is essential especially for the beginner and the young who must be 
trained and educated in God’s Word daily so that they may become familiar with the Bible, grounded, well-versed, 
and skilled in it, ready to defend their faith and in due time teach others and to increase the kingdom of Christ. To 
do this, we need to read, sing, preach, write, and compose.” In 1526, good hymns were in short supply. But as they 
continued to be produced, they were carefully fit into the framework that Luther designed.  
 The generations that followed continued producing orders of service, hymns and hymnals that balanced 
consistency with creativity. The following service reveals the fruit of their labor. The patterns, prayers and songs 
that you see below are a close representation of what Luther originally proposed in his 1526 German Mass. But at 
the same time, they are familiar to us. Even as we gather for worship 500 years after the Reformation, and as our 
synod engages in the hard work of producing its next Lutheran hymnal, we recognize that Luther’s hymns and 
worship ideas still ‘sing’ today.  

- Rev. Mark Tiefel  
Pastor, Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

New London, Wisconsin 

Prayer before Worship - Luther’s Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me 
this night from all harm and danger. And I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin 
and all evil, so that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend 
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, so that the wicked 
foe may have no power over me. Amen.  

   With robes that filled the temple courts with light. 
   Above the throne were flaming seraphim; 
   Six wings had they, these messengers of him. 
   With two they veiled their faces as was right, 
   With two they humbly hid their feet from sight, 
   And with the other two aloft they soared; 
   One to the other called and praised the Lord: 
   “Holy is God, the Lord of heav’nly hosts! 
   Holy is God, the Lord of heav’nly hosts! 
   Holy is God, the Lord of heav’nly hosts! 
   His glory fills the heavens and the earth!” 
   The beams and lintels trembled at the cry, 
   And clouds of smoke enwrapped the throne on high.  

Distribution of the Elements
   Please be seated. 

Agnus Dei – Lamb of God (CW 268)

C: Lamb of God, pure and Holy,   Lamb of God, pure and Holy, 
 Who on the cross did suffer,    Who on the cross did suffer, 
 Ever patient and lowly,     Ever patient and lowly, 
 Yourself to scorn did offer.    Yourself to scorn did offer. 
 All sins you carried for us,    All sins you carried for us, 
 Else had despair reigned o’er us:   Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
 Have Mercy on us, O Jesus!    Have Mercy on us, O Jesus! 

    Lamb of God, pure and Holy, 
    Who on the cross did suffer,  
    Ever patient and lowly, 
    Yourself to scorn did offer 
    All sins you carried for us, 
    Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
    Your peace be with us, O Jesus! 

Dankslied - Song of Thanksgiving (CW 317:1)
 Please stand as you are able at the end of the Organ Introduction.  
C: (sing)   O Lord, we praise you, bless you, and adore you, 



   will we truly, on our part, also readily forgive and readily do good to those who sin 
 against us. 

C:  And lead us not into temptation. 
M:   God indeed tempts no one. But we pray in this petition that God would guard and keep 

 us, so that the devil, the world, and our flesh may not deceive us nor seduce us into 
 false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice. Though we are attacked by these 
 things, we pray that still we may finally overcome them and gain the victory.  

C:  But deliver us from evil. 
M:   We pray in this petition, as in a summary, that our Father in heaven would deliver us 

 from all kinds of evil, of body and soul, property and honor. And finally, when our last 
 hour shall come, we pray that He would grant us a blessed end and  graciously take us 
 from this vale of tears to Himself into heaven. 

C:  Amen. 
M:  [We] should be certain that these petitions are acceptable to our Father in heaven and 

 are heard by Him. For He Himself has commanded us to pray this way and has and has 
 promised that he will hear us. Amen; Amen. That is, “Yes; Yes, it shall be so.” 

Admonition of the Communicants

The Words of Institution

Preface

M:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  (spoken) And also with you. 
M:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
M:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C:  It is good and right so to do. 
M:  It is truly good and right...Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Sanctus – Holy, Holy, Holy (CW 267)

C:  (sing)   Isaiah, might seer in days of old, 
   The Lord of all in spirit did behold 
   High on a lofty throne, in splendor bright, 

Organ Prelude

Order of Service
Welcome

Confession and Absolution
 Stand or kneel as you are able.  

M: What is confession? 

C: Confession consists of two parts: one is that we confess our sins, the other that we 
receive absolution, or forgiveness, from Christ’s called servant as from God himself, in no 
way doubting, but firmly believing that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven. 

M: Let us, therefore, confess our sins to God our Father and plead for his mercy. 

C: I confess before God and you, my brothers and sisters in Christ, that I am a miserable 
sinner, guilty of every sin, of unbelief and of blasphemy. I also feel that God’s Word is not 
bringing forth fruit in me. I hear it, but I do not receive it earnestly. I do not show works 
of love to my neighbor. I am full of anger, hate, and envy toward him. I am impatient, 
greedy, and bent on every evil. Therefore, my heart and conscience are heavy, and I would 
gladly be freed of my sins. Trusting in my Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy 
on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for all our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 



Service of the Word
Entrance Hymn or Choral Introit
 Please stand as you are able at the end of the Organ Introduction.  

Kyrie Eleison (CW 266) 

Offering of Thanksgiving and the Musical Offering 
   Please be seated. 

Lord’s Prayer with exposition from Luther’s Small Catechism
   Please stand as you are able. 

M:  Heavenly Father, you invite your children to pray to you in all situations and for every 
 manner of good. However, like the disciples we often feel how lacking we are in our 
 prayer life—not knowing how to pray or for what things we should be asking. How 
 blessed are we that Christ whom you sent has not only made us your children by his 
 perfect life and innocent suffering and death, but also has taught us how to pray. We 
 join now in the prayer he has taught us and, with words of explanation, we glorify your 
 goodness and remind ourselves of the great breadth and beauty of the blessings for 
 which Jesus has taught us to pray. 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven. 
M:   By these words God would tenderly encourage us to believe that He is our true Father 

 and that we are His true children, so that we may ask Him confidently with all   
 assurance, as dear children ask their dear father.  

C:  Hallowed be Thy name. 
M:   God’s name is indeed holy in and of itself. But we pray in this petition that it may be 

 kept holy among us also.  
C:  Thy kingdom come. 
M:   The kingdom of God comes indeed without our prayer, of itself. But we pray in this 

 petition that it may come to us also.  
C:  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
M:   The good and gracious will of God is done indeed without our prayer. But we pray 

 in this petition that it may be done among us also.  
C:  Give us this day our daily bread. 
M:   God gives daily bread, even without our prayer, to all wicked people; but we pray in 

 this petition that He would lead us to realize this and to receive our daily bread with 
 thanksgiving.  

C:  And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
M:   We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon our sins nor 

 deny such petitions on account of them. We are not worthy of any of the things for 
 which we pray, neither have we deserved them. But we pray that He would grant them 
 to us by grace. For we daily sin much and indeed deserve nothing but punishment. So  



Credo – We All Believe in One True God (CW 271)

C:  (sing)  

   We all believe in one true God.  We all believe in Jesus Christ, 
   Who created earth and heaven,  His own Son, our Lord, possessing 
   The Father, who to us in love  An equal Godhead, throne and might, 
   Has the right of children given.  Source of ev’ry grace and blessing, 
   He in soul and body feeds us;  Born of Mary, virgin mother, 
   All we need his hand provides us.  By the power of the Spirit, 
   He through snares and perils leads us, Made true man, our elder brother, 
   Watching that no harm betides us.  That the lost might life inherit, 
   He cares for us by day and night;  Was crucified by sinful men 
   All things are governed by his might. And raise by God to life again. 

      We all confess the Holy Ghost, 
      Who, sweet hope and comfort giving, 
      Now with the Father and the Son 
      In eternal light is living, 
      Who the Church, his own creation, 
      Keeps in unity of spirit; 
      Here forgiveness and salvation 
      Daily come through Jesus’ merit. 
      All flesh shall rise, and we shall be 
      In bliss with God eternally. 

Please be seated.  

Predigt – Sermon on the Gospel Lesson 

Hymn of the Day
 Please stand as you are able at the end of the Organ Introduction.  

Announcements
   Announcements were historically given at this time. 

Gloria - Glory to God on High (CW 263)

M:  Glory be to God on high! 
C:  (sing) 

       1.  All glory be to God on high,         2.  We praise, we worship you, we trust; 
 Who has our race befriended!  We give you thanks for ever, 
 To us no harm shall now come nigh; O Father, that your rule is just 
 The strife at last is ended.   And wise and changes never. 
 The Father’s love, the Savior’s birth, In boundless pow’r, with mighty reign, 
 Bring peace, good will, to all the earth; Done is whatever you ordain; 
 Oh, thank him for his goodness!  Your rule brings countless blessings! 

       3.  O Jesus Christ, the only Son        4.  O Holy Spirit, precious Gift, 
 Of God, your heavenly Father,  Our Comforter from heaven, 
 You did for all our sins atone,  Our weary hearts and souls uplift; 
 And your lost sheep you gather.  For this our praise is given, 
 O Lamb of God, to you on high  Deliver us from doubt and fear; 
 From depths of woe we sinners cry, When Satan troubles us, be near; 
 Have mercy on us, Jesus!   We trust your love and power. 

Salutatio – Greeting 
M:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  (spoken) And also with you. 

Collect - Prayer of the Day
Please be seated.  

Epistle Lesson
Please stand as you are able at the end of the Organ Introduction. 

Graduallied – We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost (CW 190)

Gospel Lesson
After the reading: 

M:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  (spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ. 



The Wartburg castle was originally built in the 
Middle Ages. It is situated on a 410 meters 
(1,350  ft) precipice to the southwest of, and 
overlooking the town of Eisenach, in the state of 
Thuringia, Germany.

From May 1521 to March 1522, Martin Luther 
stayed at the castle under the name of Junker Jörg 
(Knight George), after he had been taken there for 
his safety at the request of Frederick the Wise 
following his excommunication by Pope Leo X and 
his refusal to recant at the Diet of Worms. It was 
during this period that Luther translated the New 
Testament from ancient Greek into German in just 
ten weeks.

Drawing by Norbert Koeppler.
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